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A LETTER to the Av» 
THOR of Common: Senſe, 
228 


8 TA. 
Cannot help N this 
8 Addreſs to you, (as odd as 
ſuch a Beginning may 
- ſeem) with declaring, I neither know _ 

you, nor deſire to know you ; and 
muſt aſſure you, at the ſame time, 
that my principal Motive for giving 
my ſelf and you this trouble, is the 
feeling a little of that Publick- Spirit, 
e 


1 
you are Þ ready to profeſs, and ſo 


forward to recommend, so.] work- 


ing in me, and urging me to ſhew 


the Publick what fort of Stuff, in 
your Paper of Saturday laſt, you 


; claim a Right, as their State-Apo- 


thecary, to cram down their throats ; 


by way of cufing them of ſome 


State-Diſeaſes, with which no body 


but you and your Fraternity W out 


1 185 are infected. 


Bo r unleß you thought, by ta- 
. - king the Title of Common Senſe, you 


had monopolized the Thing it ſelf, 


bo could you ever imagine what 
"you uſher into the World under that 
Title, would ever paſs for fuch, or 
be acknowledged to deferve that 


Name, by any other Rules than that 


bp) which the * tell us the 
| T? 2 5 Fates N 


N I 3 ) . 
Fates were call'd Parcæ; the thick | 

Roman Grove, Lucus; - and one of 

the Anelen P Spe, P WAR ? 


Tas F raternity who are 8 
in this Paper, I own, ſet out with 
ſo much Wit, Humour, and Vivaci- 
ty, in ſome of their earlieſt Eſſays, 

that I promiſed my {elf great Pleaſure 

in the revival of a fort of Writing» 
that for many Years laſt paſt, I had 
been mortified with thinking was 
quite loft to our Iſland : but the Un- 


| 5 dertakers of your Journal, have done 
1 like ſome Tradeſmen, who, in order | 


to get People's Cuſtom, uſe them a- 


- ; ſtoniſhingly well in the two or three 
firſt Bargains, and then never aſter 


gàive them any thing worth a farthing: 


1 


or, like ſome Vintners, who think 
der can cheat you into taking a Hogſ- 
1 B 1 5 head 


| ( 4 ) . 
| head of thick; flat, ſpoil'd or brew a 
Wine, by ſending you a Pint of good 
and pure Wine for a Taſte. Surely your 
Undertakers would have acted with 
morePrudence, if inſtead of this Anti- 
_ Climax in the ranging your Writers in 
theſe weekly Amuſements, which you 
| exhibit to the Publick, they had fol- 
| low'd the Example of Rope-Dancets, - F ; 
who always put their Bunglers (thole * 0 
that dance as you write) up firſt; and 
conſtant! y reſerve their beſt Pella 7 
mers for the laſt: but inſtead of... 
wo that, the Common-Senſe Rope-Dancers .. 3 
ſet out with making their Violante A. 4 
mount the Rope, and caper, and 
| thew her Tricks firſt of all, which 
was certainly bad Policy; for after 
having had the Entertainment of 
ſeeing her brandiſh her inoffenſive 


_—— and flouriſh her gaudy Flag 
ſo 


« 5) 
fo agreeably and genteely ; ; who the 
devil do you imagine will fit with 
any Attention, or with common Pa- 
tience, only to behold a Parcel * 
little aukward Children, come one 
| after another, ſweating, and labour- 


-— ing, and tottering out of time, upon 
a Cord, which we have ſeen bound 


under the nimbler Feet of their 
os gh Predeceſſor? * 234 
. A s to your Didi and | Viſors, 
the fort of Writing has been ſo hack- 
ney'd, by ſuch Multitudes of See- ers of 
Viſions, and Dreamers of Dreams, 
that that Plan for Eſſays, is as much 
worn out, in the Prefs, as that of à 
| Rehearſal, and a Play within a Play; 
is on the Stage : And for my own 
part, when any Author ſets ſuch 


. to his Papers, I conclude im- 
mediately, 


ä 3 6 * | 
"OO hea damn d dull Dog; 

and embark in them with juſt the 

- ame Expectation of being pleaſed, as 

I-ſhould liſten to an old Nurſe, who 


began her Story with, Laſt Night ! 


Credit, to be drefling themſelves up 


was - dreamt. I always find too the 
drowſy Contagion of ſuch Perfor- 


mances, like that of yawning, ſo ve- 


ry catching, that the firſt as ſurelß 
inclines me to ſhut my Eyes, as the 
other does to open my Jaws. And 1 
muſt fay for the Common-Senſe Wri- 
tert, that it is not much for their 


in Mr. DO. Anuerss and Mr. Fog's old 
' Clothes; to go to buy their Patriot- 
Apparel in that political Frippery, 
and pretend to make a Figure in-the 
Long-Lane and . Monmouth-Street : 
Finery of thoſe Authors, who had 
mon. theſe very Clothes as long as 
7 they 


by 7 » WS. 
they would hang upon their Backs» 
and only left them off, becauſe they 


were ſo tarniſhed and ſo thread-bare; 


that they grew aſhamed of being ſeen _ 
in them, ind ci TO IO 5 
ſeeing them. | 


5 e I conſeß to you the 

dull Tmpudence of what - I ſuppoſe 
you call Satire in theſe dormitive Pa- 
pers, or the infipid Flatneſs of what 


IT conchude you honour with the 


Name of Panegyrick in ſome others, 


are not the things that provoke me 


moſt; the uſual Strain of anti- mini- 
ſtry Papers, and the common Run 
of Dedications, have ſo inured my 
Patience to Writings of this kind, 


chat I can take up a Paper init 


Stile, read a Paragraph or two, till 1 
know, by what I have found, what 1 


. AS... 
am to expect, and can then lay it a- 
ſide as calmly as I took it up, and 
never think of it again. 


5 Bur to own a to you freely my own 
Weakneſs, at the ſame time that I 
| ſhall take the liberty to give ſome 


little Hints about your's, I acknow- 


| ledge this was not my caſe in reading 
your Paper of Saturday laſt: The 
dogmatical Manner in which you 
talk of our Conſtitution and Govern- 
ment, at the ſame time that you 
ſhew your ſelf fo little acquainted 
with either; the Knowledge you 
pretend to have of the Roman Hiſto- 
ry, whilſt you demonſtrate that you | 
neither underſtand their Inſtitutions 
nor their Language ; ; your affecting to 
expound and comment upon Authors 
whom it is manifeſt you never read, 


= or 


44 


or ds | not n ll your 
making Latin Quotations which there 
is not a Boy in the third Form of 
* efhminfter-Schoul, would not find | 
out you cannot cofiſtrtie ; your do- 
ing all this with that Air of Upright- 
neſs, Patriotiſn m, Virtue, Knowled ge, 
and Learning, which you put on: | 
the Impudence with which you af. Vs 
ſert; the Sufficiency with which you 
decide, and the conſummate Igno- 
rance tliat appears in your laft Pa- 
per, through All theſe thin tawdery 
Veils wit! which you endeavour to 
cover 1 it; all theſe things together, 1 | 
ſay, fill 4 me with ſuch Ind ns 
| that 1 could not help fitting dowtt 
5 inmedi, dia ac ba evacuate it. 8 
"48 the ll _ a te thei $5. 
ndt help telling You, that the FT | 
. with 


9 


- ling into Gommon-Place, is now _ 


por, that has ſeized and ſpread 


| (- 10 ) 

with which the Papers open d. 
5 ſeem d to me to be very ſoon. ſeiz d 
with a galloping Conſumption ; ; and; 
is now, in my opinion, in the laſt 
ſtage of that Diſtemper : for your, 
 poorkicklyCommon-Senſe after dind- 


into ſuch Uncommon Nonſenſe, that 
unleſs you know of any. — 
alic Reſtorative, that can pro- 
duce as ſurprizing Effects when, 
apply d to a languiſhing Head, as 
| Fidgeons ar * 0 ba 


re e Jour. — 
all carry you off; You, are evi- 
dently fo cold 74 ly, that one De- 
gree more added to this frigid Tor- 
it ſelf 
all over vou, will en . © 


* 11 o 
f very body pronounce you abſolutely ? 
ne. bag 


Bor the ſafeſt Courſe you! can alt 

in my Opinion, is not to truſt to Cor- 
dials or Med icines in your preſent Si- 
tuation; but after all theſe Miſcar- 
riages which have brought you ap- 
parently into ſo weak a Condition, 
to do as ſome Women aſter ſuch fre- 


quent Abortions are forced to do, 


which is, at once boldly to take a re- 
ſolution to breed no more: I doubt 
not but you will ſubmit to this nega- 
tive Remedy with the ſame violence to 
your Inclinations, that they feel when 
they are reduced to it; and will Bt 
forego the Pleaſures of the Preſs, with 
les Reluctance, than they renounce 
thoſe of their Bed. But in Caſes of 

5 n deſperate Remedies muſt 
. — 


„ ü 
be try'd ; do not therefore anſwer 
on this occaſion, like the Wife of 
Paulo Purganti, but take my Ad- 
vice, and lie quite fallow, at leaſt 
whilſt this exceſſive Weakneſs canti- 
nues upon you, and till you are a 
little more fit for the Wei you 

gage In; 


8 5 To ſhow my great Candor, I will 
begin my Remarks on the Paper be- 
fore me, with taking notice of the 
only part of it where I think you in 
the right; which is in the Opening, 
where you ſay.—It is an Obſervation 


made of the People of this Iſand (on 
tem 1 ſuppoſe you mean) rh. ng 


5 P eople dabble more in P ol ticks, 719 
People underfland leſs of them : and 
to do you juſtice, I think no Preacher 
ever ſtuck cloſer to his Text, nor did 


; . » 1 
4 8. OY 


* 


any 


. 
any Diſputant ever back his Theſis 
with plainer Proof; ſince your whole 
Paper is one continued uniform Ex- 
| ample of this Aſſertion; and puts 
me in mind of ſeveral Lines in Mr, 
| Pope's excellent Eſſay on Criticiſm, 
which are at once both Maxims and 
Models; and particularly that where 
he mw of the W 


That has a — Snake drags it | 
Lem Length along. VIE” 


Taz | Thing you 1 chiefly 

to prove, when you, like a Snake 
drag your flow Length along this 
tedious Paper, is, That all Duties 
| (theſe are your Words) lay'd upon 


| Goods and levied from the Importers, 
i” Manufacturers, Retailers, or Conſu- 


ners, bave n * inconſiſtent 
ith 


in any Foreigner, who underſtands 
dur Language as well as you do La- 
4 * to fay that Seward and Tenant 5 


N and mean exactly t 
| me, * that ie, "that # Plan to 


614) 


n the Liberiys of a frei pmb 5 
and after aſſerting the nee Senate 
to have been ef this Opinion, you 
bring a Quotation Boer Livy to 


prove it; but then you ſuppoſe the 
Publicani mentioned by Livy in this 

Paſſage, to have been juſt the fame = 
fore of Officers in the Nomam Go- 


vernment, that Exciſe and Cuſtom- 


| _ Houſe Officers are in ours. Nay, | 
| in the Note mark d 4 at the bottom 


of your Paper, you exprefily affirm 


they were ſo; which is juſt as true an 


' Expoſition of the Word, and as juſ- 


tifiable an Aſſertion, as it would be 


onymous Terms in che "Engliſh 


whom 


4 


ſtte lame Sit 
parts under you. This is exactly what: , 
you. athrm when: you-lay) that the 


juſt — Exciſe and Cuſtom · Houſwo 


fum a Tax the Government;? andi 
thoſe: ba ere m—_—_ the G 
ache denen "A No: +59 20249- 


(126; » 
"whom you give a Sum certain to 0. 


Rent to take the Frodueę and Pro- 
fits of your Eſtate to himſelf; are it 
tion, and ac the ſame 


i among the Remans were: 


Othcers; are among us; for as the- 
Publicans were Farmers of the pub 

lick Revenue, ſo your ſaying they 
were juſt what Exciſe and Cuſtom- 
Houſe Officers are amabg us, is fay- 
ing in other Words, :thiatithoſeawho: - 


: 1 8 8 3 by 5 
* SY A. # 
WO SIGH c 2 


he LY 
** r 4 * tb " 
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tub) 


ee coaſtevig Publicant i in 0 this 
manner, immediately brought to my 
mind the Interpretation made by 
Serj. Kite, who, in order to impoſe 
upon a parcel of poor ignorant Coun- 
try Fellows, told them Carolus was 
Latin for Queen Amie + However, 1 
make your Integrity the Compliment 
of believing theſe two Interpretation 
vLvoeere not made from the ſame Cauſes” * 
1 but that yours was entirely r 05 
x your d ee Ln en, 2H 
30 ln: in e Latin idle we 
you ever dada Faffate that cott 
lead you into this Miſtake ? Cicero 
ſpeaks of the Pablicani in five hun- 
dred Places, but always as Farmers 
of the publick — and as Men 
of great Rank; and indeed they were 


= " a 
. x » 1 b a, * 
* 3 nm — * RA. at ren ar 
— — 4 gd „ „ 9 


Ws 
fo, as they were of the Equeſtrian 
Order. I will not give my ſelf the 
trouble of tranſcribing any of theſe 
Paſſages from Cicero; ; but read what 
he ſays of them in his Letters ad 
Ruintum Fratrem, in his Oration 
pro Plancio, & pro Poſtumo, & pro 
Domo, and from theſe put together, 
you may find out perhaps, how much 
you have miſtaken, or at leaſt miſ- 
repreſented the Nature of theſe Of- 
ficers. . 8 


| You may read too, if you pleaſe, 
what Livy fays of them in his 43d 
Book ; and may find likewiſe by 
what he relates concerning them 
upon the 2d Punic War, what im- 

menſe Gains theſe Officers often 
made by farming the publick Re- 

' VENUES, Tho I know not why 
D 9 


5 * 18 ) 
I Kould refer you to theſe Paſſages, 
or any other than what you your ſelf 


have quoted from Livy, to refute 


your Aſſertions with regard to theſe 


Officers; ſince that Paſſage alone, if 
you could have conſtrued it, would 


ſufficiently demonſtrate how unlike - 
Exciſe and Cuſtom-Houſe Officers 


are totheſe Publicani; but the Paſſage 
in Livng— Meralli quoque Macedo- 
nici, guod ingens ve? gal erat, loca- 
tioneſgue prediorum ruſticorum tolli 
placebat ; - po yOu. very accurately 
tranſlate in this 1 manner; I was like- 


wiſe 4 22 d to abolj 5 the Duties Up- 


on the M, acedonian Mines and upon 


; the Produce of Country Farms. — Be 
ſo good to look into a Dictionary for 
ö Locatio, and I need make no farther 


Comment upon this Faſſage to illuſ- 
trate to * that the Publicani were 


not 


— 


— 


1 619) 
not as Exciſemen, merely Collectors 
of the pu blick Revenue, but Farmers 
of theſe Duties. 15 


1 hw to a a Conſideration of 

theſe Words in another Part of your 
Quotation from Livyubi in medio 
predaadminifirantibus eſſet, ibi nun- 


quam cauſas ſeditionum & certami- 
nit defore : and believe aftet that, 
you will neither be of opinion that 
the Calling of the Publicani was ex- 


actly the ſame with that of Exciſe and 


Cuſtom-Houſe Officers; or that this 
Paſſage proves in any manner, the 


Impropriety or Inexpediency of our 
Government employing Exciſe and 


_ . Cuſtom-Houſe Officers to collect the 


Revenue; the Præda in medio ad- 

| miniftrantibus, &c, not being their 
5 Caſe, 1 „ 
1 Iu- 


* 

: + 8 1 
£ 
«he - . 
Hf 
- 
3 a 
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An er you have FR 
; -niſh d what you call a Tranſlation'of 
your Quotation from Livy, you add 
with a fort of Triumph; — From 
this Reſolution it is evident, the Ro- 
man Senate were of opinion that eve- 
ty hind of Duty or Impofition which 
required the employing of a great 
number of Officers, was inconfitent | 
with the Liberties of a 2 free People. 
And you might juſt as well and as 
truly have ſaid, from this Reſolution 
it is evident, the Roman Senate were 
of opinion that Turnpikes were abſo- = 
lutely inconſiſtent with the Liberties 
of a free People, for where there are 


Tuurnpikes, either the Publick muſt 


be defrauded of their Right to the 
Toll, or the People muſt be depriv'd 
| of 


„ 
of cheir Liberties by A apa on 
the High- way. 8 


v are ſo Got of this Way of % 
miſ i interpreting Livy, that in a more | 


advanced part of your Paper you a- 


gain repeat the Words ubi publi- 


canus eff, ibi aut jus publicum vanum, 


aut Libertatem Sociis nullam eſſe: 


And tranſlate them again thus — 
where Cuſtom-Houſæ or Exciſe Officers 
are employ d, the Publick muſt either 
loſe its Right, or the People their Li- 
 berties. By the frequent Inculcation 

of this Propoſition, I ſhould fancy 


you are a Smugoler, and write thus 


for the defence of your own Conduct, 
and to encourage others to follow 


vour Example; for what can be urg'd 
ſtronger in defence of Smuggling ? 1 


: * re 22 n I thought the Propo- 
1 ſition 


„ 
' fition a true one, and the only Al. 
ternative in a Country where there 


5 are Exciſe and Cuſtom-Houſe Offi- ö E 


cers was, that the Publick muſt loſe 
its Right, or the People their Liber-, * 


ties, T would turn . Smuggler i imme- b 
diately; but 1 am very far from 


"01s th theſe Duties you mention, 


collected by Exciſe and Cuſtom- 


Houſe Officers, in the leaſt degree 
incompatible with the Liberties * a 


free _ 3} 


On Gant EINE F think, is 


an undeniable Proof that they are 
not; and if you require ancient 
e efe you/l muſt again 
trreſer you to Tully and Livy, to ſee 
whether theſe Duties farm d by the 


Publicani were not laid on the No- 


n ee Ages when the No- 


man 


| 2 5 23 N | 
man Gdranicnwealth was in its. Ze- 
nith of Freedom. Therefore the 
Grievances repreſented by Livy, and. 
complain d of by the People, was 
not the Taxes themſelves, and the : 
Benefit accruing to the Publick from 
them, but the manner of letting them 
out, the Locationes, and becauſe the 


Præda in medio adminiftrantibus e- 


rat. For which reaſon our Duties 
not being collected by Farmers of the 


publick Revenue (where the greater 
their Exactions, the greater would be 
their Preda) but by Servants of the 
State, and where all the Profit reſults 
70 the State; this Country has all the 
Advantages the Romans had from 
Duties of this kind, and none of that 
Inconvenience complain d of there 
from the manner of collecting; ; which 


Was, the . Profit of theſe Taxes, 
9 Failed 


9 DE 
lt on the — going into Pri- 
vate Pockets. 


Aga 0 of this 3 
Opinion of mine, I beg you would 


do me the favour to look into the 


2. 13th Annal of Tacitus, where, to- 


' wards the end, you will find Tacitus 
make this Relation : That upon a 
great and general Complaint made of 
the Exactions of the Publicani, Nero 
(whilſt he was yet a Patriot, and affect- 
eld great Popularity, had a mind entire- 
Iy to remit and aboliſh all the Duties 
call V ectigalia: - but the Senators, af- 
ter extolling his Generoſity, Humani- 
ty, and Publick-Spirit, told him, a Di 
| felution of the Government muſt ine- 
vitably follow the Reduction of thoſe 
| Taxes which were inſtituted for the 
* of the Government, and de- 
ET EET * 5 


bh 41 its i 8 Eipeneel, 108 5 
added too, that as to theſe Taxes af- 
fecting the Liberties of the Peoples  -* 
they were laid on the People 7a the 
Conſuls and Tribunes, when the Ros 
man Liberty was at its greateſt heighthy/ 
and in its fulleſyluſtre ; ; and that this 


Eſtabliſhment was ſo adapted and 


proportion d to the Exigeneies of the 
Government, that it could not be 
better regulated. It was however de- 
termin d to put ſome ſtop to the ra- 
pacious extortious Conduct of the 
Farmers; and this Affair ended not 
in n g the State of its neceſſax 
Support, and remitting the Taxes, 
but by correcting the Abuſes in the 
manner of gathering them; which 
Abuſes were not committed by Ex 
diſe and Cuſtom-Hbouſe Officers, but 
= bye a fort of Officers unknown in the 
1 . EK manner 


RE ak oh. 0 8 5 
manner of TY the V. a = 
here. Shs 


| ENS eee of theſe Taxes 
having been inſtituted when Rome 


| 3 was moſt free, is one, which, when A 
| I compare it with the Period when 


ſiome of the Duties you complain of 
were firſteſtabliſh'd here, would fur- 
niſni me with a great deal of Matter, 
if I had leiſure or inclination to enter 
into the wide Field of a Parallel with 
regard to Liberty, between the two 
Periods when theſe Duties commen- 
ced 1 in the * ;/þ and Roman State. 


Bur I-ſhall content my ſelf bee. 
ly with defiring you to recolle&, in 
_ conſequence and ſupport of what 
| Meaſures theſe Duties you inveigh fo 


Roſy Te" were firſt lid; and 
F— 


1 
if you approve of the Revolution. 


Principles, and wiſh well to the Revo. 
lution-Government, I beg leave to ask 
you, whether you think the telling the 

People of England every Day, and 


with Exaggeration, what the Revo- 
lution, with its Conſequences, has 


coſt them, and that every Hardſhip 
they now complain of with regard to 

Taxes and the National Debt, owes 
its riſe to that Event, is the way to 


make them fond of the Memory of ; 


that Event, or to warm their Hearts 


1 towards the preſent Eſtabliſhment, 


that was ſolely built, and now ſtands 


on that Foundation. 


I I ſhall now Take my Jn of you, 
_- having finiſh d the Deſign of this 
Letter, which was intended only to | 

ſhew the Publick how little your Pa- 
7 


| . y 5 
per defer di its Title ; to deſire you, | 
for your own ſake as well as their's, 
to write on what you underſtand, or 
not to write at all; to inform you, 
what ſort of Officers the Pablicani 
were in the Noman State ; and to ad- 
viſe you, if you will continue to quote 
Latin, and pretend to tranſlate it, to 
get a Grammar and a Dictionary. 


| You think me prejudiced perhaps 
in giving you this Advice; but if you 
will not regard me, ask one of your 
own Fraternity, who wrote ſome of the 
firſt of theſe Weekly Papers, before 
they fell into their galloping Con- 
= ſumption, whether I am not in the 
= right, and do not give your con- 
| 


. e * 


fſumptive Genius very wholeſome ſa- 
- lutary Counſel. Since you are ſo fond 
| of the” Roman Hiſtory, perhaps you 
(| may not diſlike their Poets; and 
. 5 ſſtztere⸗- 


0 29 „ 

8 1 will repeat what I have 
laſt ſaid to you in the . of 
] Catullus 85 


. falſum Se * 9 fugit te 
inepte : 
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Mom credis mihi ? crede Palin 

Fratri,—eſt enim Leporum 

Diiſertus Puer, ac Facetiarum. 
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